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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method of generating a search result list substantially in real time in 
response to a search request from a searcher using a computer network, 
comprising: 

maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, wherein each 
search listing is associated with a network location, at least one search term 
and a modifiable bid amount that is independent of other components of the 
search listing, the bid amount being associated with at least one of the 
search term and the network location, the bid amount corresponding to a money 
amount that is deducted from an account of a network information provider 
associated with the network location upon receipt of a retrieval request for 
the network location; 

receiving a search request from the searcher; 

identifying the search listings having search terms generating a match with 
the search request; 
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ordering the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of the respective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings; 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to retrieve information 
associated with a search listing in the search result list; and 

recording a retrieval request event including account identification 
information corresponding to the network information provider, to permit 
maintenance of accurate account debit records. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of updating a search 
listing in the search listing database in response to a request from a network 
information provider. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of including on the 
search result list search listings having a bid amount of zero. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the account database comprises at least one 
account record for each of a plurality of network information providers, said 
account record including 

at least one search listing having a search term and a bid amount, 

an account balance; and 

a unique account identifier. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the search listings in the account record 
are organized into at least one subaccount within the account record. 

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of including on the 
search result list search listings having a bid amount of zero. 

7. The method cf claim 4, wherein the retrieval request event comprises the 
search term and the bid amount of the search listing, and an account 
identifier associated with the search listing. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the retrieval request event further includes 
a rank value. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the retrieval request event is linked to the 
account record having an account identifier that corresponds to the account 
identifier listed on the retrieval request event. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the bid amount of the retrieval request 
event is charged to the account balance of the account record having an 
account identifier that matches the account identifier of the retrieval 
request event. 

11. A method of generating a search result list substantially in real time in 
response to a search request from a searcher using a computer network, 
comprising: 



http://westbrs:9000^in7gate.exe?f^ 10/31/04 



maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, wherein each 
search listing is associated with a search, term and a modifiable bid amount 
that is independent of other components of the search listing, each search 
listing being searchable in response to a received search request; 

receiving a search request from the searcher; 

identifying the search listings having search terms generating a match with 
the search request; 

ordering the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of the respective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings; 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to retrieve information 
associated with a search listing in the search result list; and 

estimating the cost of including a search listing in the database for a 
specified time period upon receiving a request for an estimate from a network 
information provider. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the estimated cost of a search listing for 
the specified time period is calculated as a product of the current bid amount 
of the search listing and a projected number of times the search listing is 
expected to be selected by a searcher within a specified time period. 

13. A method of generating a search result list substantially in real time in 
response to a search request from a searcher using a computer network, 
comprising: 

maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, wherein each 
search listing is associated with a search term and a modifiable bid amount 
that is independent of other components of the search listing; 

receiving a search request from the searcher; 

identifying the search listings having search terms generating a match with 
the search request; 

ordering the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values. of the respective bid amounts for. the identified 
search listings; 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to retrieve information 
associated with a search listing in the search result list; and 

generating a search listing activity report including information on retrieval 
requests received from searchers during a specified time period. 

14. A system for enabling an advertising web site promoter using a computer 
network to update information relating to a search listing within a search 
result list generated by an Internet search engine comprising: 

a computer system having stored thereon 
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a database having at least one account record for each of a plurality of 
advertising web site promoters using the computer network, the account record 
including: 

at least one search listing including a search term having at least one 
keyword, a modifiable bid amount that is independent of other components of 
the search listing, a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) corresponding to the 
address of a document residing on a network server, a description, and a 
title; 

an account balance; 

a history of search listings included in the advertising web site promoter's 
account record; 

payment processing information, wherein said payment processing information is 
accessible to the computer system and isolated from public access via the 
computer network; and 

a payment history; 

programming code for providing the advertising web site promoter with login 
access in response to authentication, wherein the advertising web site 
promoter's login access grants the advertising web site promoter access to 
modify the advertising web site promoter's account, the advertising web site 
promoter net being provided with access to modify the accounts of others; 

programming code on said computer system for adding money to the account of an 
advertising web site promoter in substantially real time upon receiving a 
request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code on said computer system for adding a search listing to an 
account of an advertising web site promoter in substantially real time upon 
receiving a request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code, on said computer system for deleting a search listing to an 
account of an advertising web site promoter in substantially real time upon 
receiving a request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code on said computer system for modifying in substantially real 
time the search listing of an advertising web site promoter upon receiving a 
request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code for generating in substantially real time an activity report 
for an advertising web site promoter upon receiving a request from said 
advertising web site promoter; 

programming code for receiving a search request from a remote computer, the 
search request including at least one keyword, the search request being 
received over the computer network from the remote computer through a web site 
that is publicly accessible without authentication; and 

programming code for generating in substantially real time a search result 
list in response to the search request, the search result list including 
search listings from the accounts on the database, wherein the search term for 
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each search listing in the search result list generates a match with the 
search request, the search listings in the search result list arranged in an 
order determined using the bid amounts of the search listings. 

15. A method of enabling a network information provider to update information 
relating to a search listing on a search result list generated by a computer 
network search engine, comprising the steps of: 

maintaining an account database having at least one account record for each of 
a plurality of network information providers, said account record including 

at least one search listing having a search term and a modifiable bid amount 
that is independent of the other components of the search listing; and 

an account identifiers- 
receiving from a network information provider a change request for a search 
listing in the network information provider's account; 

updating the search listing in the network information provider's account 
record in response to the change request; and 

determining a position substantially in real time for the updated search 
listing in a search result list generated by the search engine in response to 
a search request received from a searcher using the computer network, where 
the search term of the updated search listing generates a match with the 
search request and the position of the updated search listing in the search 
result list is determined using the bid amount. 

16. The method of claim 15, where the search term of each search listing in 
the search result list generates a match with the search request. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the search listings in the search result 
list are sorted in order of decreasing bid amount. 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising the step of assigning an 
ordinal rank value to each search listing in the search result list in order 
of decreasing bid amount, with the smallest rank value assigned to the search 
listing in the search result list having the highest bid amount, and the 
largest rank value assigned to the search listing having the lowest bid 
amount . 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising the steps of 

determining creation time value for each search listing in the account 
databases- 
identifying search listings within a search result list having equivalent bid 
amounts; and 

r 

within a group of search listings within a search result list that have 
equivalent bid amounts, sorting the search listings in order from earliest to 
most recent creation time value. 

20. The method of claim 15, wherein the account record further includes an 
account balance. 
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21. The method of claim 20, wherein the account balance is positive. 



22. The method of claim 20, further comprising the step of subtracting the bid 
amount from the account balance substantially in real time when a search 
listing is selected by the searcher from the search result list. 

23. The method of claim 20, where the search listing further comprises a web 
site title, a web site description, and a web site Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) . 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of recording a 
retrieval request event substantially in real time when a search listing is 
selected by a remote searcher from the search result list. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the retrieval request event comprises an 
account identifier, and a bid amount. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the retrieval request event further 
comprises a search term. 

27. The method of claim 25, wherein the retrieval request event further 
comprises a web site URL. 

28. The method of claim 25, wherein the retrieval request event further 
comprises a rank value. 

29. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of applying a charge 
to an account balance, where the charge corresponds to a bid amount recorded 
in a retrieval request event having an account identifier that matches the 
account identifier corresponding to the account balance. 

30. A method of enabling a web site promoters using a computer network to 
update information relating to a search listing within a search result list 
generated by a search engine substantially in real time in response to a 
search request received from a remote computer over the computer network, 
comprising the steps of: 

maintaining an account database having at least one account record for each of 
a plurality of web site promoters of the computer network, said account record 
including an account identifier, and at least one search listing having a 
search term and a modifiable bid amount that is independent of other 
components of the search listing; 

providing the web site promoter with authenticated login access, wherein the 
web site promoter f s login access permits the web site promoter to modify the 
web site promoter f s account record; 

modifying a search listing of the account record upon receiving a request from 
said web site promoter; and 

generating a search result list comprised of search listings wherein the 
search term for each search listing generates a match with the search request, 
the search listings in the search result list arranged in an order 
corresponding to the bid amounts of the search listings. 
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31. The method of claim 30, wherein the search result list further includes at 
least one search listing having a bid amount of zero. 

32. The method of claim 30, wherein the search result list further includes at 
least one search listing that is not included in the account database. 

33. The method of claim 30, wherein the step of modifying the search listing 
of the account record upon receiving a request from the web site promoter is 
performed substantially in real time. 

34. The method of claim 30, wherein the search listing further includes a 
title, a description, and a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) . 

35. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of adding a search 
listing substantially in real time to an account record of a web site promoter 
upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

36. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of deleting a search 
listing substantially in real time from an account record of a web site 
promoter upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

37. The method of claim 30, wherein the account record further comprises an 
account balance. 

38. The method of claim 37, wherein the account balance is positive. 

39. The method of claim 37, further comprising the step of adding 
substantially in real time a money amount to the account balance of the web 
site promoters upon receiving a request from the web site promoter. 

40. The method of claim 39, wherein the money amount has been verified by an 
external financial authorization network. 

41. The method of claim 30, wherein the search term and the search request 
each comprise at least one character string. 

42. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of generating an 
activity report for a web site promoter upon receiving a request from said web 
site promoter. 

43. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of estimating a cost 
of a search listing for a specified, time period upon receiving a request from 
a web site promoter. 

44. The method of claim 43, wherein the estimated cost of a search listing for 
the specified time period is calculated as a product of the current bid amount 
of the search listing and a projected number of times the search listing is 
selected by a searcher at a remote computer in a specified time period. 

45. The method of claim 30, wherein the bid amount of a web site promoters 
search listing comprises a money amount that is deducted from the account 
balance of said web site promoter's account each time the search listing is 
selected by a remote searcher. 

46. The method of claim 30, wherein the search listings of the web site 
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promoters in the search result list are sorted in decreasing order from 
highest to lowest bid amounts . 

47. The method of claim 46, wherein an ordinal rank value is assigned in 
ascending order to each search listing of the search result list in the sorted 
order starting at the search listing with the highest bid amount, which is 
assigned the smallest rank value, and ending with the search listing with the 
lowest bid amount, which is assigned the largest rank value. 

48. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of displaying data 
from the search result list at the remote computer. 

49. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of displaying data 
from the search result liast at the remote computer. 

50. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of suggesting 
alternative search terms for the creation of new search listings upon the 
request of the web site promoter. 

51. The method of claim 30, wherein said computer network is the Internet. 

52 . A method of enabling a web site promoter using a computer network to 
update information relating to a search listing within a search result list 
generated by an Internet search engine, said method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a database having at least one account record for at least one web 
site promoter using the computer network, said account record including: 

at least one search listing, where each search listing includes a search term 
field having at least one keyword, a modifiable bid amount that is independent 
of the other components of the search listing, a Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) corresponding to the address of a document residing on a network web 
server, a description, and a title; 

an account balance; 

payment processing information for the web site promoter, said payment 
processing information maintained isolated from public access via the computer 
network; 

payment histories of the web site promoter; and 

search listing histories of the web site promoter; 

providing the web site promoter with login access in response to 
authentication, wherein the web site promoter ! s login access permits the web 
site promoter access to modify the web site promoter's account record, the web 
site promoter not being provided with access to modify account records of 
others; 

modifying substantially in real time the search listing of a web site promoter 
upon receiving a request from said web site promoter; 

receiving a search request, the search request including at least one keyword, 
the search request being received over the Internet from a searcher at a 
remote computer; and 
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generating a search result list in response to the search request, the search 
result list including search listings of the., account records on the computer 
network, wherein the search term field for each search listing in the search 
result list generates a match with the search request, the search listings in 
the search result list arranged in an order determined using the bid amounts 
of the search listings. 

53. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of adding a search 
listing substantially in real time to an account of web site promoter upon 
receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

54. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of deleting a search 
listing substantiall in real time from the account record of a web site 
promoter upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

55. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of adding a money 
amount to the account balance of a web site promoter substantially in real 
time upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

56. The method of claim 55, wherein the money amount has been verified by an 
external financial authorization network. 

57. The method of claim 52, wherein the keyword comprises a character string. 

58. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of generating an 
account activity report for a web site promoter upon receiving a request from 
said web site promoter. 

59. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of estimating a cost 
of a search listing for a specified time period upon receiving a request from 
a web site promoter. 

60. The method of claim 59, wherein the estimated cost is calculated as a 
product of the bid amount of the search listing and a projected number of 
times the search listing is selected in the specified time period. 

61. The method of claim 52, wherein the bid amount of a web site promoter's 
search listing comprises a money amount that will be deducted from the account 
balance of said web site promoter's account each time the search listing is 
selected. 

62. The method of claim 52, wherein the rank value is an ordinal value. 

63. The method of claim 52, wherein the search listings of the search result 
list are sorted in decreasing order from highest to lowest bid amounts. 

64. The method of claim 63, wherein a rank value is assigned to each search 
listing of the search result list in the sorted order starting at the search 
listing with the highest bid amount, which is assigned the smallest rank 
value, and ending with the search listing with the lowest bid amount, which is 
assigned the largest rank value. 

65. The method of claim 64, further comprising the step of displaying data 
from the search result list at the remote computer. 
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66. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of generating a search 
listing activity report. .... 

67. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of suggesting 
alternative search terms upon the request of the web site promoter. 
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ABSTRACT : 

A system for managing steel inventories in order to reduce the time and expense 
associated with selling prime and secondary steel that is no longer needed for the 
original intended application. The system permits sellers to post detailed 
specification of an item for sale and permits buyers to browse or search the posted 
inventory to locate items filling specific needs. A buyer may bid on part or all of 
an item posted and the seller may accept or reject any bid. The buyer and seller 
engage in an auction by electronic mail and optionally by facsimile. The detailed 
specifications of the item may be expressed in a variety of unit of measure. 
Regardless, of unit of measure used by a seller in posting an item, the system 
performs the necessary conversions to display information to an interested buyer in 
a unit of measure set by the buyer. A hierarchial menu structure permits ease of 
use in selecting available options during posting or bidding an item. 

9 Claims, 9 Drawing figures 
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This panel permits the Buyer to bid up to 10 units of the item based on an amount 
per unit weight or as a percentage of the asking price. In this example the asking 
price is $0.2209 per pound. By cursoring to this field an amount may entered or by 
cursoring to the next field the entry of a percentage will automatically fill in 
the bid price. After a bid is entered for the specified number of units, PANEL #7 
is updated with the total amount bid as shown in PANEL #9 below. 

Detailed Description Text (208) : 

An established search set may be selected by highlighting the appropriate set as 
indicated at block in FIG. 9. Similarly, a new search set can be established and 
added to the set list by highlighting line 3. In either case pressing an Action key 
displays the following menu for the line selected. 



9. An interactive on-line computer system for assisting remote users in the process 
of buying and selling spot metals, comprising: 

means for displaying a data entry form to a remote seller in response to a request 
to post a new item for sale, requiring the selection by the seller of one of a 
plurality of commodities for sale, 

means for modifying said form to display a set of attributes uniquely associated 
with the commodity selected by the seller, 

means responsive to selection of each attribute by the seller, for displaying a 
list of values for the attribute selected, 

said form including fields for entry of the dimensions of the metal and a asking 
price for the item, 

means for storing preferred units of measure for each user, 

means for displaying a browseable list of inventory of posted items for sale in 
response to a request by a buyer, said list including an item identification 
number, a commodity identification code, dimensions, and asking price. 

means for sorting and displaying said list based on a predetermined criteria 
selected by a buyer, 

means for searching said list using a search criteria entered by a buyer and 
displaying the results of said search, and 
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means for converting dimension and asking price data entered by a seller, to the 
preferred units of measure of a prospective buyer prior to display of said posted 
items . 
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CLAIMS : 



What is claimed is: 

1. A method of generating a search result list substantially in real time in 
response to a search request from a searcher using a computer network, 
comprising : 

maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, wherein each 
search listing is associated with a network location, at least one search term 
and a modifiable bid amount that is independent of other components of the 
search listing, the bid amount being associated with at least one of the 
search term and the network location, the bid amount corresponding to a money 
amount that is deducted from an account of a network information provider 
associated with the network location upon receipt of a retrieval request for 
the network location; 

receiving a search request from the searcher; 



identifying the search listings having search terms generating a match with 
the search request; 
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ordering the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of the respective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings ; 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to retrieve information 
associated with a search listing in the search result list ; and 

recording a retrieval request event including account identification 
information corresponding to the network information provider, to permit 
maintenance of accurate account debit records. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of updating a search 
listing in the search listing database in response to a request from a network 
information provider. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of including on the 
search result list search listings having a bid amount of zero. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the account database comprises at least one 
account record for each of a plurality of network information providers, said 
account record including 

at least one search listing having a search term and a bid amount, 

an account balance; and 

a unique account identifier. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the search listings in the account record 
are organized into at least one subaccount within the account record. 

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of including on the 
search result list search listings having a bid amount of zero. 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the retrieval request event comprises the 
search term and the bid amount of the search listing, and an account 
identifier associated with the search listing . 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the retrieval request event further includes 
a rank value. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the retrieval request event is linked to the 
account record having an account identifier that corresponds to the account 
identifier listed on the retrieval request event. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the bid amount of the retrieval request 
event is charged to the account balance of the account record having an 
account identifier that matches the account identifier of the retrieval 
request event. 

11. A method of generating a search result list substantially in real time in 
response to a search request from a searcher using a computer network, 
comprising : 
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maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, wherein each 
search listing is associated with a search term and a modifiable bid amount 
that is independent of other components of the search listing, each search 
listing being searchable in response to a received search request; 

receiving a search request from the searcher; 

identifying the search listings having search terms generating a match with 
tne search requests- 
ordering the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of the respective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings ; 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to retrieve information 
associated with a search listing in the search result list ; and 

estimating the cost of including a search listing in the database for a 
specified time period upon receiving a request for an estimate from a network 
information provider. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the estimated cost of a search listing for 
the specified time period is calculated as a product of the current bid amount 
of the search listing and a projected number of times the search listing is 
expected to be selected by a searcher within a specified time period. 

13. A method of generating a search result list substantially in real time in 
response to a search request from a searcher using a computer network, 
comprising : 

maintaining a database including a plurality of search listings, wherein each 
search listing is associated with a search term and a modifiable bid amount 
that is independent of other components of the search listing ; 

receiving a search request from the searcher; 

identifying the search listings having search terms generating a match with 
tne search request; 

ordering the identified search listings into a search result list in 
accordance with the values of the respective bid amounts for the identified 
search listings ; 

receiving a retrieval request from the searcher to retrieve information 
associated with a search listing in the search result list ; and 

generating a search listing activity report including information on retrieval 
requests received from searchers during a specified time period. 

14. A system for enabling an advertising web site promoter using a computer 
network to update information relating to a search listing within a search 
result list generated by an Internet search engine comprising: 

a computer system having stored thereon 
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a database having at least one account record for each of a plurality of 
advertising web site promoters using the computer network, the account record 
including : 

at least one search listing including a search term having at least one 
keyword, a modifiable bid amount that is independent of other components of 
the search listing, a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) corresponding to the 
address of a document residing on a network server, a description, and a 
title; 

an account balance; 

a history of search listings included in the advertising web site promoter f s 
account record; 

payment processing information, wherein said payment processing information is 
accessible to the computer system and isolated from public access via the 
computer network; and 

a payment history; 

programming code for providing the advertising web site promoter with login 
access in response to authentication, wherein the advertising web site 
promoter's login access grants the advertising web site promoter access to 
modify the advertising web site promoter ! s account, the advertising web site 
promoter not being provided with access to modify the accounts of others; 

programming code on said computer system for adding money to the account of an 
advertising web site promoter in substantially real time upon receiving a 
request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code on said computer system for adding a search listing to an 
account of an advertising web site promoter in substantially real time upon 
receiving a request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code on said computer system for deleting a search listing to. an 
account of an advertising web site promoter in substantially real time upon 
receiving a request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code on said computer system for modifying in substantially real 
time the search listing of an advertising web site promoter upon receiving a 
request from said advertising web site promoter; 

programming code for generating in substantially real time an activity report 
for an advertising web site promoter upon receiving a request from said 
advertising web site promoter; 

programming code for receiving a search request from a remote computer, the 
search request including at least one keyword, the search request being 
received over the computer network from the remote computer through a web site 
that is publicly accessible without authentication; and 

programming code for generating in substantially real time a search result 
list in response to the search request, the search result list including 
search listings from the accounts on the database, wherein the search term for 
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each search listing, in the search result list generates a match with the 
search request, the search listings in the search result list arranged in an 
order determined using the bid amounts of the search listings . 

15. A method of enabling a network information provider to update information 
relating to a search listing on a search result list generated by a computer 
network search engine, comprising the steps of: 

maintaining an account database having at least one account record for each of 
a plurality of network information providers, said account record including 

at least one search listing having a search term and a modifiable bid amount 
that is independent of the other components of the search listing ; and 

an account identifier; 

receiving from a network information provider a change request for a search 
listing in the network information provider ! s account; 

updating the search listing in the network information provider ! s account 
record in response to the change request; and 

determining a position substantially in real time for the updated search 
listing in a search result list generated by the search engine in response to 
a search request received from a searcher using the computer network, where 
the search term of the updated search listing generates a match with the 
search request and the position of the updated search listing in the search 
result list is determined using the bid amount . 

16. The method of claim 15, where the search term .of each search listing in 
the search result list generates a match with the search request. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the search listings in the search result 
list are sorted in order of decreasing bid amount. 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising the step of assigning an 
ordinal rank value to each search listing in the search result list in order 
of decreasing bid amount, with the smallest rank value assigned to the search 
listing in the search result list having the highest bid amount, and the 
largest rank value assigned to the search listing having the lowest bid 
amount . 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising the steps of 

determining creation time value for each search listing in the account 
database; 

identifying search listings within a search result list having equivalent bid 
amounts; and 

within a group of search listings within a search result list that have 
equivalent bid amounts, sorting the search listings in order from earliest to 
most recent creation time value. 

20. The method of claim 15, wherein the account record further includes an 
account balance. 
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21. The method of claim 20, wherein the account balance is positive. 

22. The method of claim 20, further comprising the step of subtracting the bid 
amount from the account balance substantially in real time when a search 
listing is selected by the searcher from the search result list . 

23. The method of claim 20, where the search listing further comprises a web 
site title, a web site description, and a web site Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) . 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of recording a 
retrieval request event substantially in real time when a search listing is 
selected by a remote searcher from the search result list . 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the retrieval request event comprises an 
account identifier, and a bid amount. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the retrieval request event further 
comprises a search term. 

27. The method of claim 25, wherein the retrieval request event further 
comprises a web site URL. 

28. The method of claim 25, wherein the retrieval request event further 
comprises a rank value. 

29. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of applying a charge 
to an account balance, where the charge corresponds to a bid amount recorded 
in a retrieval request event having an account identifier that matches the 
account identifier corresponding to the account balance. 

30. A method of enabling a web site promoters using a computer network to 
update information relating to a search listing within a search result list 
generated by a search engine substantially in real time in response to a 
search request received from a remote computer over the computer network, 
comprising the steps of: 

maintaining an account database having at least one account record for each of 
a plurality of web site promoters of the computer network, said account record 
including an account identifier, and at least one search listing having a 
search term and a modifiable bid amount that is independent of other 
components of the search listing ; 

providing the web site promoter with authenticated login access, wherein the 
web site promoter's login access permits the web site promoter to modify the 
web site promoter's account record; 

modifying a search listing of the account record upon receiving a request from 
said web site promoter; and 

generating a search result list comprised of search listings wherein the 
search term for each search listing generates a match with the search request, 
the search listings in the search result list arranged in an order 
corresponding to the bid amounts of the search listings . 
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31. The method of claim 30, wherein the search result list further includes at 
least one search listing having a bid amount of zero. 

32. The method of claim 30, wherein the search result list further includes at 
least one search listing that is not included in the account database. 

33. The method of claim 30, wherein the step of modifying the search listing 
of the account record upon receiving a request from the web site promoter is 
performed substantially in real time. 

34. The method of claim 30, wherein the search listing further includes a 
title, a description, and a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) . 

35. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of adding a search 
listing substantially in real time to an account record of a web site promoter 
upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

36. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of deleting a search 
listing substantially in real time from an account record of a web site 
promoter upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

37. The method of claim 30, wherein the account record further comprises an 
account balance. 

38. The method of claim 37, wherein the account balance is positive. 

39. The method of claim 37, further comprising the step of adding 
substantially in real time a money amount to the account balance of the web 
site promoters upon receiving a request from the web site promoter. 

40. The method of claim 39, wherein the money amount has been verified by an 
external financial authorization network. 

41. The method of claim 30, wherein the search term and the search request 
each comprise at least one character string. 

42. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of generating an 
activity report for a web site promoter upon receiving a request from said web 
site promoter. 

43. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of estimating a cost 
of a search listing for a specified time period upon receiving a request from 
a web site promoter. 

44. The method of claim 43, wherein the estimated cost of a search listing for 
the specified time period is calculated as a product of the current bid amount 
of the search listing and a projected number of times the search listing is 
selected by a searcher at a remote computer in a specified time period. 

45. The method of claim 30, wherein the bid amount of a web site promoters 
search listing comprises a money amount that is deducted from the account 
balance of said web site promoter's account each time the search listing is 
selected by a remote searcher . 

46. The method of claim 30, wherein the search listings of the web site 
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promoters in the search result list are sorted in decreasing order from 
highest to lowest bid amounts. 

47. The method of claim 46, wherein an ordinal rank value is assigned in 
ascending order to each search listing of the search result list in the sorted 
order starting at the search listing with the highest bid amount, which is 
assigned the smallest rank value, and ending with the search listing with the 
lowest bid amount, which is assigned the largest rank value. 

48. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of displaying data 
from the search result list at the remote computer. 

49. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of displaying data 
from the search result liast at the remote computer. 

50. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of suggesting 
alternative search terms for the creation of new search listings upon the 
request of the web site promoter. 

51. The method of claim 30, wherein said computer network is the Internet. 

52. A method of enabling a web site promoter using a computer network to 
update information relating to a search listing within a search result list 
generated by an Internet search engine, said method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a database having at least one account record for at least one web 
site promoter using the computer network, said account record including: 

at least one search listing, where each search listing includes a search term 
field having at least one keyword, a modifiable bid amount that is independent 
of the other components of the search listing, a Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) corresponding to the address of a document residing on a network web 
server, a description, and a title; 

an account balance; 

payment processing information for the web site promoter, said payment 
processing information maintained isolated from public access via the computer 
network; 

payment histories of the web site promoter; and 



search listing histories of the web site promoter; 

providing the web site promoter with login access in response to 
authentication, wherein the web site promoter's login access permits the web 
site promoter access to modify the web site promoter* s account record, the web 
site promoter not being provided with access to modify account records of 
others; 

modifying substantially in real time the search listing of a web site promoter 
upon receiving a request from said web site promoter; 

receiving a search request, the search request including at least one keyword, 
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the search request being received over the Internet from a searcher at a 
remote computer; and 

generating a search result list in response to the search request, the search 
result list including search listings of the account records on the computer 
network, wherein the search term field for each search listing in the search 
result list generates a match with the search request, the search listings in 
the search result list arranged in an order determined using the bid amounts 
of the search listings . 

53. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of adding a search 
listing substantially in real time to an account of web site promoter upon 
receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

54. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of deleting a search 
listing substantiall in real time from the account record of a web site 
promoter upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

55. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of adding a money 
amount to the account balance of a web site promoter substantially in real 
time upon receiving a request from said web site promoter. 

56. The method of claim 55, wherein the money amount has been verified by an 
external financial authorization network. 

57. The method of claim 52, wherein the keyword comprises a character string. 

58. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of generating an 
account activity report for a web site promoter upon receiving a request from 
said web site promoter. 

59. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of estimating a cost 
of a search listing for a specified time period upon receiving a request from 
a web site promoter. 

60. The method of claim 59, wherein the estimated cost is calculated as a 
product of the bid amount of the search listing and a projected number of 
times the search listing is selected in the specified time period. 

61. The method of claim 52, wherein the bid amount of a web site promoter's 
search listing comprises a money amount that will be deducted from the account 
balance of said web site promoter's account each time the search listing is 
selected. 

62. The method of claim 52, wherein the rank value is an ordinal value. 

63. The method of claim 52, wherein the search listings of the search result 
list are sorted in decreasing order from highest to lowest bid amounts. 

64. The method of claim 63, wherein a rank value is assigned to each search 
listing of the search result list in the sorted order starting at the search 
listing with the highest bid amount, which is assigned the smallest rank 
value, and ending with the search listing with the lowest bid amount, which is 
assigned the largest rank value. 

65. The method of claim 64, further comprising the step of displaying data 
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from the search result list at the remote computer. 

66. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of generating a search 
listing activity report. 

67. The method of claim 52, further comprising the step of suggesting 
alternative search terms upon the request of the web site promoter. 
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BASIC- ABSTRACT : 

NOVELTY - The search result list is characterized by changing its random order, for 
example the random order can be changed periodically, or the random order can be 
changed by detecting an increased bid amount for a search listing . 

USE - For the search engine operator and Web site promoters. 

ADVANTAGE - Maximizes revenue for the search engine operator and improves the 
click-through rate for Web site promoters. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of a distributed 
system in accordance with the invention. 
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ABSTRACTED- PUB-NO: US2 00 1005 19 4 OA 
BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

NOVELTY - Database stores search listings, each associated with an advertiser and 
having search term and bid amount modifiably bid by advertiser. The listings 
matching with search request received from searcher, are identified from database. 
A preset number of identified search listings is selected according to bid amount 
and arranged in random order to display a search result list which is then 
communicated to searcher . 

USE - For searching information on a communication network such as Internet. 

ADVANTAGE - Provides an improved method for selecting and ordering search result 
listings that maximize revenue for search engine operator as well as improves click 
through rates for web-site promoters. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows a flow diagram that illustrates search 
listings selection method. 
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ABSTRACTE D- PUB-NO : US 2001004206 4A 
BASIC-ABSTRACT : 

NOVELTY - Several search items with associated bid amount and search terms are 
stored in a database. A search request from a user is received and the search items 
having search terms matching with the request are identified. The user orders the 
identified items into the search result list based on the bid amount, and the 
information related to the ordered items in the list are retrieved. The retrieved 
information are stored in a database. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the following: 



(a) Method of enabling a network information provider to update information 
relating to search listing ; 
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(b) Method of enabling web site promoter to update information relating to a search 
listing ; 

(c) System for enabling web site promoter to update information relating to a 
search listing 

USE - For transfer of information over network such as Internet for business 
institutions, corporations and individuals in online competitive bidding process. 

ADVANTAGE - Enables a web site promoter to influence a position within a search 
result list and enables increasing web exposure of advertisers. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the flowchart explaining the process 
of updating in bid amount . 
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